
Year 10 - Exam Rubric and Revision



Why this?

Why now?



At Millthorpe, we recognise the value of Exam Rubric in supporting each student to understand 
how to make progress to be the best that they can be in each subject. 

A rubric is a document which makes explicit the criteria by which students’ assessments are marked.

Each department/GCSE subject has written an Exam Rubric guide that will be regularly used within, and 
outside of, lessons to support teaching and learning and includes, as a minimum, the following four key 
parts:

● Description - Task/Assignment/Exam Overviews for Each Paper, Grade Boundaries.
● Criteria - Assessment Objectives, Mark Schemes, Inserts/Formula Grids, Knowledge Organisers, 

‘Top Tips’.
● Levels - Explicit Success Criteria for Each Level or Grade Point.
● Standards - Model examples of Answers at Each Grade Point, including 100% Answers, with 

Clear Rationale, Key Points from Examiner Reports.

What is Exam Rubric?



For example . . . Description Criteria Levels Standards



To get the most out of Exam Rubric, at Millthorpe we:

Ensure every 
GCSE student has 
an Exam Rubric for 
our subject - these 
are available either 

as a paper copy 
and/or on each 

subject’s Google 
Classroom and the 

Year 10 Exam 
Rubric Google 

Classroom.

Value and 
recognise the 
importance of 

this document in 
helping you to 
access every 

available mark in 
your exams - we 
know that Every 
Mark Matters.

Direct you to use 
and make 

reference to your 
Exam Rubric 

during lesson time 
- for example, 

practical use of 
knowledge 

organisers and 
mark schemes for 

reference.

Direct you to use 
and make 

reference to your 
Exam Rubric when 

completing 
homework tasks - 

they contain a 
wealth of 

information that 
can help you to be 
more independent 

in each subject.

Direct you to use 
and make reference 

to your Exam 
Rubric when 

completing revision 
- they contain lots of 
information that can 

help you to 
complete, for 

example, the Fab 
Four Revision 

Strategies.



What is the difference between a Revision Guide 
and an Exam Rubric?

Made for ANYONE / EVERYONE

Made for YOU by YOUR teachers





The word revision literally means to 'see again'. 
Revision helps you to remember the important 
facts, figures, topics and methods that you studied 
in the past so that you are able to recall these in the 
future, typically in an exam.

However, not all revision is good revision.

Passive revision, such as re-reading notes, 
highlighting/underlining text or copy out notes 
involve you receiving information without 
meaningful engagement. While these methods may 
feel productive, research consistently shows they 
actually have limited results. 



In contrast, active revision requires you to 
engage actively with your subject material which 
strengthens your memory pathways and triggers 
several cognitive processes that enhance 
learning, making information easier to recall 
during exams. The effort required in active 
revision – known as “desirable difficulty” – 
improves long-term retention. 

At Millthorpe, we know that students can best 
use our ‘Fab Four’ Revision Strategies alongside 
your Exam Rubrics in order to engage in effective 
active revision across all subject areas.



1. Brain Dumps
2. Mind Maps

3. Flash Cards 4. Self Quizzing

At Millthorpe, we recommend 
and guide you to use the 

following research proven 
revision strategies:



1. Brain Dumps



2. Mind Maps



3. Flash Cards



4. Self Quizzing



What next?
● Ensure you can access the Exam Rubric for each of your examination subjects.

● Accept the invitation from me to join the Year 10 Exam Rubric Google Classroom.

● Use the time provided in your dedicated PD lesson after half term to explore the contents of each 
subject’s rubric.

● Get revising, using your Knowledge Organisers and Millthorpe’s Fab Four Active Revision Strategies 
to prepare for your PPEs.

● Ask for further support if you need it.

● Be the best that you can be!



Why this?

Why now?


